FCC OTARD RULE

FROM: https://www.fcc.gov/media/over-air-reception-devices-rule

Q: What is an unreasonable expense?

A: Any requirement to pay a fee to the local authority for a permit to be allowed to install an antenna would be
unreasonable because such permits are generally prohibited. It may also be unreasonable for a local
government, community association or landlord to require a viewer to incur additional costs associated with
installation. Things to consider in determining the reasonableness of any costs imposed include: (1) the cost of
the equipment and services, and (2) whether there are similar requirements for comparable objects, such as air
conditioning units or trash receptacles. For example, restrictions cannot require that expensive landscaping
screen relatively unobtrusive DBS antennas. A requirement to paint an antenna so that it blends into the
background against which it is mounted might be acceptable, provided it will not interfere with reception or
impose unreasonable costs.

[The Cost of DirecTV versus Dish is not valid as an unreasonable expense. Only fees that are added on by an
association such as a pre-qualification type fee. Dish had the option to mount on the roof but being a “low cost”
provider, opted not to. DirecTV, Xfinity, and Century Link all opted to and are prewired.]

Q: If I live in a condominium or an apartment building, does this rule apply to me?

A: The rule applies to antenna users who live in a multiple dwelling unit building, such as a condominium or
apartment building, if the antenna user has an exclusive use area in which to install the antenna. "Exclusive
use™ means an area of the property that only you, and persons you permit, may enter and use to the exclusion of
other residents. For example, your condominium or apartment may include a balcony, terrace, deck or patio
that only you can use, and the rule applies to these areas. The rule does not apply to common areas, such as the
roof, the hallways, the walkways or the exterior walls of a condominium or apartment building. Restrictions on
antennas installed in these common areas are not covered by the Commission's rule. For example, the rule
would not apply to restrictions that prevent drilling through the exterior wall of a condominium or rental unit
and thus restrictions may prohibit installation that requires such drilling.

Q: Does the rule apply to condominiums or apartment buildings if the antenna is installed so that it
hangs over or protrudes beyond the balcony railing or patio wall?

A: No. The rule does not prohibit restrictions on antennas installed beyond the balcony or patio of a
condominium or apartment unit if such installation is in, on, or over a common area. An antenna that extends
out beyond the balcony or patio is usually considered to be in a common area that is not within the scope of the
rule. Therefore, the rule does not apply to a condominium or rental apartment unit unless the antenna is
installed wholly within the exclusive use area, such as the balcony or patio.
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